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1.0 INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND 

 

1.1 INTRODUCTION 

 

This Analysis of Brownfields Cleanup Alternatives (ABCA) for the Mingo Junction Steel Works 

North Weirton Parcel E – Gate 1 Office Building (Site) was prepared by Civil & Environmental 

Consultants, Inc. (CEC) on behalf of the current Site owner, the Business Development 

Corporation of the Northern Panhandle (BDC).  The BDC plans to submit an application to the 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) for a Brownfields Cleanup Grant to be used for 

cleanup of the Site. 

 

1.2 SITE DESCRIPTION AND HISTORICAL USE 

 

The Site covers approximately 0.23 acres and is located along North Main Street in the City of 

Weirton, Hancock County, West Virginia.  The Site contains the former Gate 1 Office Building, a 

10,000 square foot single-story steel and block structure with a finished interior.  The Site is located 

in a mixed-use area consisting of commercial, industrial and residential properties.  The Site layout 

is shown on Figure 1.  

 

The Office Building was constructed in the mid-1900s as part of the former Weirton Steel facility.  

The building was historically used as administrative offices for the iron and steel-making 

operations at the facility.  Iron and steel making operations ceased around 2011 and the building has 

been vacant since that time.   

 

1.3 PREVIOUS SITE INVESTIGATION AND REMEDIATION ACTIVITIES 

 

CEC performed a Phase I Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) of the Site in November 2017.  

No Recognized Environmental Conditions (RECs) were identified.  However, the Phase I ESA did 

identify the potential for asbestos-containing materials (ACM) given the age and construction of 

the building.   

 

Mid Atlantic Environmental Consultants, Inc., a West Virginia-licensed asbestos inspector, 

completed an ACM survey in October 2017.  Sixty four (64) samples of suspect ACM were 

collected and analyzed for asbestos.  Asbestos was identified in 31 samples associated primarily 

with floor tile/mastic, pipe wrap/insulation and pipe joint mud.  Some of the identified ACM is 

friable and creates a potential health hazard.  Excerpts from Mid Atlantic’s ACM survey report are 

provided in Appendix A.  This ABCA addresses the abatement of ACM that is required prior to 

the renovation and reuse of the building. 

 

1.4 SITE RE-USE PLANS 

 

The BDC has been in contact with a prospective purchaser that has interest in repurposing the Site 

as a metal manufacturing/fabricating operation and chemical processing facility.  Other potential 

reuses include operations to support the growing natural gas industry in the Ohio River Valley. 
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2.0 APPLICABLE REGULATIONS AND CLEANUP STANDARDS 

 

The asbestos removal and renovation work will be performed in accordance with the requirements of 

West Virginia Code 45CSR15 and 64CSR63.  All required notifications will be made and the work 

will be performed by a West Virginia Bureau of Public Health licensed asbestos contractor.  The 

lead-site permitted landfill in accordance with 40CFR260 and other applicable laws and regulations. 
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3.0 EVALUATION OF CLEANUP ALTERNATIVES 

 

3.1 CLEANUP ALTERNATIVES AND ESTIMATED COSTS 

 

Removing the ACM prior to renovating the building is required by West Virginia law.  There are 

no other viable alternatives (other than no action, in which case the building could not be renovated 

and reused according to current plans).   

 

The estimated cost to complete the ACM removal is as follows: 

 

Work Plan and Notifications ...........................$1,500 

ACM Removal/Disposal ...............................$45,000 

Third Party Air Sampling................................$1,000 

Project Management .......................................$2,000 

Total ..........................$49,500 

 

 

Contractor proposals that were used as the basis for the above cost estimates are provided in 

Appendix B. 

 

3.2 RECOMMENDED CLEANUP ALTERNATIVE 

 

Again, removing the ACM prior to renovation is the only viable alternative. 

 

3.3 CONSIDERATION OF CHANGING CLIMATE 

 

Given the short duration and permanent nature of the project, the effects of climate change will 

not be a factor. 
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APPENDIX A  

 

EXCERPT FROM ASBESTOS SURVEY REPORT 

 

  













































































 

 

 

APPENDIX B  

 

CONTRACTOR COST ESTIMATES 

 


